
The Phoenix Center, in its 
latest paper released entitled 
“Fair Use In The Digital Age”, 
has constructed an economic 
model of exceptions and 
limitations to copyright, 
rooted in the purpose of 
copyright (the creation of 
new works) and informed 
by judicial precedent, with 
which an “optimal” level of 
fair use (or fair dealing) was 
derived. 

The characteristics of digital 
technologies that fair use 
supporters cite to advocate 
for expanded “flexibility” 
(e.g. lower costs of copying, 
distribution, and production) 
actually suggest that 
exceptions and limitations 
to copyright should be 
contracting -- particularly in 
smaller markets that have high 
rates of copyright theft and 
high costs of enforcement, 
among other factors.  
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By analyzing fair use formally and 
rationally, the paper found that 
much of the advocacy for increased 
flexibility in copyright law is misguided.  
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Read the full paper.Read the blog.

- Dr. George S. Ford, Chief Economist,
Phoenix Center for Advanced Legal & Economic Public Policy Studies

http://www.contentcafe.org.au/articles-stories-everything/fair-use-does-not-mean-a-fair-market
http://phoenix-center.org/pcpp/PCPP51Final.pdf



